Call for Applications for Long-Term Community Radio Stations
From Non-Profit Organisations Only
Following discussions with the Malta Communications Authority, the Broadcasting Authority has concluded a revision of its policy on long-term community radio stations. Hence with effect from Monday, 10th November 2008, the Broadcasting Authority will be receiving applications for long-term community radio stations, thereby lifting the moratorium which has existed on the issuing of licensing of community radio stations.

Conditions for the Issue of a Licence for a Long-Term Community Radio Station

In addition to the conditions listed in the Broadcasting Act, the following conditions shall also apply to the issue of long-term community radio stations:

Programme Content Conditions
1. Each new application form for a long-term community radio station has to be presented with:

a) at least three (3) letters of support from community organisations;

b) the proposed programme schedule;

c) the relative application and licence fees. 

2. Letters of continuing community support are to be submitted on renewal.

3. The application fee and the licence fee have to be paid at the application stage and not when the licence is collected. 
4. Any fees charged by the Malta Communications Authority during the tenure of the licence will also have to be paid for every inspection which the Authority might request the MCA to carry out on its behalf. These MCA fees will be invoiced to the licensee. In the eventuality that a new licence or a renewal licence is refused, the Authority will reimburse the licence fee and, if no tests have been carried out, the MCA fee.

5. Applications have to be accompanied by an application fee of € 116 and a licence fee of € 349. The licence fee is paid on a yearly basis. An MCA fee may also be charged at a later stage if the application is approved. 

6. Community radio stations are to abide by their license conditions of obtaining adverts only from firms which are located within the boundaries of their respective community.

7. In the case of renewal applications, in order to sure that community radio stations are abiding by their license conditions, the Authority requests all community radio stations to submit together with their schedule of programmes a list of those firms and individuals who would have placed adverts with the community radio station in the preceding three months. 
8. Once a licence is issued by the Authority, the information mentioned in paragraph 7 above has to be submitted to the Authority on a quarterly basis.

9. Failure to abide by the provisions of paragraphs 6 to 8 above will imply the imposition of an administrative penalty to the amount of four thousand, six hundred and sixty euro (€4660).

10. This call for applications is restricted to non-profit organizations (band clubs, football clubs, parish church organisations, etc.). Each application has to be signed by the President or Chairperson of the club or organisation applying for a community radio licence.  Should a licence be issued, it will be issued on the name of the President of that organisation on behalf of the non-profit making organisation.  
11. The Authority will determine whether an entity qualifies as a non-profit organisation on the basis of the following criteria:

a) whether such organisation is one listed under the provisions of the Exemption on Philanthropic Work Notice, Subsidiary Legislation 123.24 made under the Income Tax Act, Chapter 123 of the Laws of Malta; or 

b) whether it is registered with the Commissioner for Voluntary Organisations in terms of the Voluntary Organisations Act, 2007, Chapter 492 of the Laws of Malta.

12. Preference shall be given to applicants for community radio stations which intend to broadcast to a locality which is not already served by a long-term community radio.

13. A long-term community radio licence is issued for a two-year term but may be renewed at the Authority’s discretion. 
Technical Conditions

1. The transmitter power for community radio stations cannot exceed a maximum erp of 12 Watts. The power actually granted in the relative licence will depend on the topographic features of the location of the transmitter equipment.
2. Restrictions to transmitting antenna heights and type of transmitting antenna will also be imposed in order to limit, as far as practically possible, the range of reception of community radio stations to their licensed area.   


3. It is however to be pointed out that due to congestion of the VHF/FM band, it might not always be possible to identify a suitable frequency for new applications for community radio stations. The number of community radio stations will therefore continue to be limited, from a technical perspective, by the available frequencies and location of the licensed stations.   

4. In addition to the above, the use of frequencies for community radio service is on a non-protection and non-interference basis, i.e. no harmful interference should be caused to other users of the band and that no claim may be made for protection from harmful interference received from other systems or services licensed to operate in this band. 

Submission of Applications

The Broadcasting Authority is thus inviting applications for a licence for a long-term community radio station as per attached form. The closing date for submitting applications has been set for Friday 28th November, 2008. All applications are to be addressed as follows:

Chief Executive

Broadcasting Authority

7 Mile End Road

Hamrun HMR 1719.
The Authority reserves the right not to accept applications which do not conform with Broadcasting Law or this policy document or for whatever reasons it deems fit.
Dr Kevin Aquilina                                                                            10th November, 2008

Chief Executive                                                                                Ref  3/91
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